
A Christmas Poem 

 
Where art thou, Mother Christmas? 

I only wish I knew 

Why Father should get all the praise 

And no one mentions you. 

I'll bet you buy the presents 

And wrap them large and small 

While all the time that rotten swine 

Pretends he's done it all. 

So Hail To Mother Christmas 

Who shoulders all the work! 

And down with Father Christmas, 

That unmitigated jerk! 

 

[Roald Dahl, 1988] 
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Message from the President 
 

It has been a busy year and the ALGWA Board 
has been active working on your behalf in a 
number of different areas. 
 

Our annual networking breakfast in June held 
in conjunction with the National General  
Assembly in Canberra was well attended. We 
were delighted that Adjunct Professor and  
Director of 50/50 by 2030 Foundation Virginia 
Haussenger was our guest speaker. She rather 
soberly told us that progress in gender equality 
is not inevitable and hard won gains are not 
cemented.  
 

The bi-annual National ALGWA conference was 
held in Launceston, Tasmania. We thank the Tas-
manian branch for organising an excellent con-
ference and  look forward to the next  
National conference in Blacktown, NSW in 2019. 

As National President I had the pleasure of attending the NSW State conference in Penrith, 
the WA branch breakfast in Perth, and the Victorian conference in Warrnambool. Each was 
well organised and well patronised. Each reflected the interests and issues faced by the  
different States. 
 

Together with NSW President Mayor Marianne Saliba, I met with the former Federal Local 
Government Minister Fiona Nash, the Shadow Local Government Minister Stephen Jones and 
staff from the Shadow Minister for Women, Tanya  Plibersek.  
 

As a National organisation we are also members of a couple of Australian-wide groups – The 
National Rural Women’s Coalition (NRWC) and the Australian Gender Equality Council (AGEC). 
The NRWC is one of five federally funded women’s groups and Cr Alwyn Friedersdorff from 
Tasmania and ALGWA Treasurer is the President and in March will be addressing the United 
Nations in New York about issues facing rural women. The AGEC is a grouping a national 
women’s organisations representing 500 000 women and I am on the interim Board. 



Members of the Board with Guest Speaker Virginia Haussenger.  [NT delegate is not present.] 
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Last year the Fawcett Society in the UK released a report on Local Government in the UK ask-
ing Does Local Government Work for Women? It found that one third of women councillors in 
England and Wales had experienced sexist comments in the Council chamber and 10% had 
experienced sexual harassment. And it concluded that Local Government was ‘not fit for the 
future’ and made a series of recommendations. Interestingly, UK women councillors said that 
what they wanted most was mentoring and women’s networks. ALGWA has always been 
strong advocates for mentoring and provides mentoring and opportunities for women to 
network.  
 

Elections have been held in two States and the Northern Territory this year. Both NSW and 
WA increased the number of women elected. Unfortunately there was a drop in the number 
of women elected in the NT and ALGWA State President Katrina Fong Lim lost her position 
as Lord Mayor of Darwin. Currently, 32.75% of Australian councilors are women. Victoria 
still leads the country with 38.1%, but WA is now second with 36.21% followed by NT 33%, 
Qld 32.5%, Tasmania 31%, NSW 29.5% and South Australia 29.34%.  
 

Finally three branches have elected new Presidents — congratulations to Mayor Marianne 
Saliba of NSW, former Mayor Heather Henderson of WA and Mayor Fay Miller of the NT! 
 

I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a safe and happy New Year. 
 
Cr Coral Ross 
 



News from the Branches 
 
New South Wales 
The new President and Board Delegate is Mayor Marianne Saliba, who has a family history of 
ALGWA involvement; her mother May Hudson was an Alderman/Councillor on Shellharbour 
from 1986–1999. During that time she was a member of ALGWA NSW, holding various  
positions including Secretary and Treasurer, and was made a Life Member in 2014.  May was a 
passionate advocate for women in local government and encouraged others to stand; she 
passed away on 2 February 2017.  
 

We have launched our new website, which looks consistent 
with the other branches, it is fresh, neat and easy to get 
around. PayPal was introduced as a method of membership 
payment and has proved to be quite successful with a num-
ber of members and councils opting to use it.  
 

NSW Branch is currently planning our next conference 
which will be held in regional NSW at Gundagai on 15-17 
March 2018. The theme of the conference is ‘Celebrating  
Rural Women’. The conference will focus on supporting and 
understanding the constraints that women in Local Govern-
ment face in rural and remote communities. It should be an 
exciting conference with a great line up of speakers. 
 

LG NSW held elections at their annual conference in  

December and women Councillors of NSW are the big  
winners. The new President is Linda Scott from City of  
Sydney Council, with Majorie O’Neill – Treasurer; Karen 
McKeown; Julie Griffiths; Darriea Turley; Lesley  
Furneaux-Cook; Ruth Fagan;  Phyllis Miller and myself

(Marianne Saliba) all getting elected to the board. This is a great victory for women council-
lors in NSW and hopefully we will see a greater focus on issues that affect women.  

 
 
 
Darriea Turley (3rd from the left), is a 
former National ALGWA President. 
Next to her is new LG NSW President 
Linda Scott. 
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Northern Territory 
 
 
Katrina Fong Long retired from the committee at the recent 
AGM and the new President is Mayor Fay Miller of Katherine 
Town Council (pictured left). Like Marianne Saliba of NSW, Fay 
is a former parliamentary member. NT have made the decision 
to have their own website, and expect this to be developed 
early in 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Queensland 
Queensland’s theme for 2017–18 is ‘empowerment’.  All our key messages, events and  
professional development seminars are aligned to this theme. 
 

This year we ran a number of events that focused on inspiring and motivating all members 
and offering additional development opportunities outside their local government entity. 
 

We were fortunate enough to receive substantial support and funding from the Queensland 
State Government department DILGP.  This is testament to our partnership with those 
elected at a State level and their remarkable officers who are passionate about seeing both 
women and men succeed in the local government sector. 
 

This funding provided the opportunity for 10 members to be able to attend our Inspiring 
Women’s Leadership in Local Government Forum from remote and rural parts of Queen-
sland, up to 20 to be subsidised for our six-month mentoring program in partnership with 
the LGMA Queensland and a major sponsor at our events throughout the year.  We will  
continue to partner with the department in 2018 and look forward to announcing some  
fantastic opportunities to our members. 
 

We continued to run several events this year to continue to provide value and support to our 
members and potential members.  These events focused on professional development and 
empowerment.  After our strategy workshop in February, we held a breakfast event to  
celebrate International Women’s Day.  Our key note speaker spoke about the importance of 
‘creating time for the important things in life’.  This provided some insight for our members 
on how they can take back time for themselves each day without jeopardising their role in 
the workplace or in their personal lives. 
 

Mid-year, we held a one-and-a-half-day forum with the LGMA Queensland.  The focus was on 
empowerment: how to empower yourself; how to empower your organisations to, in turn, 
empower women within those organisations; and why empowerment of employees is  
critical for the future sustainability of local government in this State. Delegates could develop 
tools to better promote themselves, explore opportunities and challenges and had the  
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opportunity to meet colleagues from across the State and share stories and experiences. This 
informative, challenging and fun Forum gave delegates the opportunity to consider their 
place in the sector and how they could best contribute now and into the future.  We had 
some fantastic key note speakers with many tools that delegates could take away and  
implement within their personal and professional life. 
 

Additionally, mid-year, we attended the National ALGWA breakfast at the ALGA Summit and 
had the opportunity to network with members from across the nation.  This provided great 
insight to what the other States were focusing on and where there continues to be  
opportunities in local government at a broader level. 
 

We held our annual breakfast in conjunction with the Local Government Association of 
Queensland (LGAQ) conference in October which is always one of our sell out events.  Our 
key note speaker was Cr Tracy Dobie the Major of Southern Downs Regional Council who 
shared her journey as a lieutenant colonel in the Australian Army where she served for more 
than 22 years.  She also shared her insights and time within local government inspiring  
others to take part and assist their communities. 
 

Outside of events, ALGWA Queensland continued to lobby and raise awareness of changes 
required within the Local Government Act and provide feedback to the LGAQ on ideas and 
ways to best support elected and organisational level employees. 
 

We conducted a survey in the later part of the year to ensure we continue to set objectives 
that best support our members in 2018 and beyond.   
 

Our focus is to continue with the theme of empowerment in 2018 whilst developing a  
five-year strategic plan for the future growth and commitment to all members within Queen-
sland local government.  We are proud to have a number of male members, including Cr 
Adam Hain with whom I met recently to gain valuable feedback and insights as to where the  
association can improve over the coming five years.  This five-year plan will include offering 
further support and professional development programs for our members, and the develop-
ment of a campaign encouraging women to run for local government in our next local  
government election in 2020. 
 

 
 
 
Qld President Rebecca Hersant and Cr 
Adam Hain 
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South Australia 
ALGWA SA Branch had decided that this past year instead of ‘doing the legwork’ for a specific 
event for Domestic Violence we would support/promote events arranged by other  
organisations and have supported Anna Rennie Association, and Indian group and Eastern 
Domestic Violence.  The events have been supported by many elected members and assisted 
in raising much needed funds. 
 

ALGWA  SA through local councils also were able to gain the support of the LGA in increasing 
support for women/men in the community suffering from domestic violence, increasing  
support for women candidates running for election and having conditions for women  
regarding breast feeding in the chambers during meetings, in particular during confidential 
meetings. Many International Women’s day events raised funds for DV.  Mayor Lorraine 
Rosenberg of the City of Onkaparinga is our new LGA president for 2 years. Cr Carol Martin 
from Port Adelaide/ Enfield council, won the Joy Baluch award.  Carol is one of our  
supporters and has been a board member. 
 

Adelaide City council held a function to celebrate 5050 Gender balance in the council for the 
first time in the 175 year history of the council and all female elected members in SA were 
invited to help celebrate in the Queen Adelaide room. 
SA council membership has increased this year, which is an encouraging sign of support 
from councils, in particular the larger councils.  
Projects in the planning stages are our Annual planner and reviewing our ‘Women Can-do’ 
leaflets in readiness of events running up to our next LG elections in November 2018.  We 
continue to hold events with speakers, focusing on locations throughout the city, including 
social events.  
 

If we were having a quiz night, one question would likely be, ‘Who was the first woman in 
Australia to be elected to local government?’  Answer: In 1919 Susan Grace Benny became 
the first female member of a local government council in both South Australia and Australia. 
She represented the newly-created ward of Seacliff, part of South Australia’s Brighton  
Council. 
 
Susan Grace Benny bronze bust  
Following a suggestion by Cr Lynda Yates (ALGWA SA Committee member), the City of  
Holdfast Bay commissioned sculptor Meliesa Judge to create the bronze bust of Susan Grace 
Benny as a lasting tribute to the first Australian woman to enter into Local Government.   

 

The launch of the bust took place  on  5 September 2017 and 
was attended by dignitaries including Cr Betty Gill, Cr Kristina 
Barnett and Cr Jill Whittaker representing  ALGWA SA Branch. 
The bronze and sandstone plinth from Liquid Metal Studios 
costing $30,000 is located in the garden between Ringwood 
House and the Brighton Library at 20 Jetty Road, Brighton , 
South Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 



ALGWA SA Branch held their annual Christmas Brunch on 25th November at The Watershed 
Cafe, where all attendees enjoyed a wonderful 'brunch' on a simply delightful day  
overlooking the Wetlands at Mawson Lakes. 
 

We were delighted to have in attendance Helen Oxenham, the originator of 'Spirit of Woman' 
who shared some of her life story of domestic violence. 
 

Helen is working towards a dedicated space in South Australia to acknowledge the pain and 
suffering caused by domestic and family violence. She is proposing a focal point for  
remembrance as well as a place for the community to come together to celebrate collective 
courage, healing, unity and harmony and share the hopes for a future Australia, free from 
violence. 
 
We are supporting Helen in her endeavours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALGWA SA Branch wishes all Local Government contacts a great Holiday Season and very best 

wishes for 2018 

 

ALGWA NEWSLETTER                       Page 7

Some of the wonderful women from ALGWA SA Branch Christmas Brunch at 
‘The Watershed’. L to R: Cr Karen Eckerman – Murray Bridge, Rural VP; Cr 
Heather Merritt  – Onkaparinga; Sonja from ‘Spirit of Woman’; Cr Betty Gill – 
Salisbury, President, ALGWA SA Branch; Helen Oxenham, campaigner for 
‘Spirit of Woman’; Cr Diana  Axford  – Port Lincolm; Cr Lynda Yates – Holdfast 
Bay; and Cr Julie Woodman – Salisbury, Metro VP. A diverse group from all 
over South Australia. 



Tasmania 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 11–13 saw us staging the JLT_ALGWA National Conference in Launceston with the 
theme, ‘Be the Balance’. We balanced the budget and were able to give $6000 to the National 
Board. 
 

Cr Alwyn Friedersdorff was supported by fellow ALGWA members 
when she was inducted into the Tasmanian Honour Roll for Women 
for community service, education and training and government.  De-
tails can be found here: 
http://www.dpac.tas.gov.au/divisions/csr/programs_and_services/
t a s m a n i a n _ h o n o u r _ r o l l _ o f _ w o m e n / i n d u c t e e s / 2 0 1 7 /
alywn_joan_friedersdorff  
 

Our Annual Basket Raffle is always a lot of fun, both in the collecting 
of goodies from around the State, as well as being able to add some 
colour to the first Happy Hour event at the LGAT Conference. This is 
our main fund raiser and helps to lift our profile. 

 

We held our AGM in August and gained a new President in Debra 
Thurley (pictured left) from Clarence City Council. 
 

We are set to launch another WomenCan program for the election 
year, 2018. We have scheduled events to occur every month from  
December 2017 to November 2018 in a bid to  
dramatically increase our percentages and are plan-
ning a Media launch and Cocktail hour in February. 
 
We wish all Branches a peaceful Christmas and a  
rejuvenating few days off!  
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Victoria 
Having received a $20,000 grant from the Victorian government, we established a mentoring 
program, and 20 experienced Councillors and former Councillors were matched with 20 
newly elected women.  The program ran throughout the year and the feedback from  
participants was very complimentary.  As well, we worked with students undertaking a  
business degree at Swinburne University to identify a means by which we could both raise 
our profile and become more financially sustainable.  We are now acting on some of the  
suggestions that this process produced. 
 

 
 
The launch of the mentoring  
programme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Bursary Award in May was kindly hosted by the City of  
Melbourne, and held in the iconic Melbourne Town Hall.  Our 
guest speaker was Rebecca McKenzie, the President of LGPro 
Victoria.  Our AGM was held at the same time, and we presented 
former Victorian President Cr Coral Ross with a well-deserved 
Honorary Life Membership. 
 

Our annual Conference was this year hosted by the City of 
Warrnambool.  Our keynote speaker was philanthropist and 
women’s sport supporter Susan Alberti, who wowed the  
audience.  Photos from both events are on our website  
http://www.algwa.com.au/news/ 
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Susan Alberti (centre) with 

Helen Coleman, Victoria 

President (L), and Coral 

Ross, National President (R) 

http://www.algwa.com.au/news/


Western Australia 
The new President is former Subiaco Mayor Heather Henderson (pictured at 
right), who was recently made a Freeman of the City of Subiaco, the first in 
nearly fifteen years, and only the second female in its history.  Heather 
served as a Councillor from 1990 to 2003, was elected as May in 2005 and 
held that position until she retired in October 2017. 
 

Cr Janet Davidson remains as the Board Delegate, a position she has 
held since 2002. 

 
 
In October 2017 the Branch 
held a successful Gift Declara-
tion Workshop, hosted by 
Subiaco City Council. Local  
government elections were held 
on 21 October, and WA now has 
36.21% female elected mem-
bers, second only to Victoria.  A 
Review of the Local Government 
Act is taking place. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

National Rural Women’s Coalition  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The sixty-second session of the Commission on the Status of Women will take place at the 
United Nations Headquarters in New York, from 12 to 23 March 2018.  ALGWA Treasurer, 
and the President of the National Rural Women’s Coalition, Cr Alwyn Friedersdorff, will  
present at the Conference.  Alwyn will talk about her experience in New York at our Annual 
Breakfast in Canberra, on Monday 18 June 2018. 
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Branch members with National President Coral Ross, guest speaker at 

the annual breakfast. 

http://www.unwomen.org/en/csw

