Australian Local Government Women’s Association (Vic) 
2011 has been a busy year for the Victorian branch.

Despite clashing with the Victorian State elections, several members attended the annual conference and meeting in Ryde, NSW.

In May we held our annual conference, AGM and dinner in the historic City of Ballarat. The event was ably organised by Cr Cheryl Bromfield and attended by about 50 members. Speakers were inspiring and showcased the talents of Ballarat. Guest speaker at the dinner was TAC CEO and former local government CEO, Janet Dore. Cr Pam McLeod was given ALGWA life membership by Kaele Way. Thank you Cheryl for organising the three events.
In June the Victorian branch, led by Cr Helen Relph, organised the ALGWA 60th birthday dinner in Canberra. More than 240 people were welcomed by Her Excellency the Governor General of Australia Ms Quentin Bryce. The event included many past National and State ALGWA Presidents and was attended by a who’s who of local government. The Hon Kate Ellis, Minister for the Status of Women, was one of five speakers. She said that all women were grateful to the women of local government for breaking down barriers and boosting women’s leadership positions. A special cake was cut by the State Presidents. Special thanks to Helen as the main organiser.
On July 1 former National and State President Kaele Way AM died. Kaele was a great force in ALGWA and the was instrumental in paving a Way Forward for ALGWA. We were grateful that Kaele had been able to attend the dinner in Canberra and the Ballarat AGM. Hundreds of friends and family attended Kaele’s funeral including the Victorian Local Government Minister and ALGWA life member Janette Powell. ALGWA national vice-president Cr Janet Davidson spoke, as did Victorian committee member Cheryl Bromfield.  They were supported by ALGWA representatives from NSW and Tasmania.

Kate Lempriere resigned as State Victorian President and the two vice presidents, Cr Jean Wise and Cr Coral Ross jointly took over the presidency.

In August ALGWA branch members and guest gathered for a lunch at Parliament House. The event was sponsored by the Minister for Women’s Affairs, Mary Wooldridge, and attended by the Minister for local government Jeanette Powell. Both Ministers spoke and the main speaker was Jemima Richards, co-founder of Firefoxes, a support group for King Lake bushfire victims. Thanks to Cr Meg Downie for organising the event.
On October 15 we held an afternoon celebration for the 60th birthday of ALGWA. The even was held at the historic Box Hill Town Hall and attended by a large number of former ALGWA members and executive members. Guest speaker was Jane Nathan, a former Mayor and councillor and the first woman on the board of the MCC. Among the attendees was Pam Robinson OAM, who came from Darwin, Morna Sturrock AM and Pricilla Prescott OAM. 
Our annual Bursary award, in honour of Marie Wallace, was also presented. It was fitting that Pam Robinson was in attendance as she was the instigator of the award, which is now worth $1,000 and is given to a local government employee towards their education. This year’s winner was Amara Hamid of Monash Council who is studying a Master of International and Community Development at Deakin University. Many thanks to Cr Helen Harris for organising the event, and Cr Cheryl Bromfield for organising the bursary award.
The Victorian branch is working with the Victorian Local Governance Association and it’s Think Women for Local Government 2012 project. The VLGA has been given $200,000 by the State Government for the three year project which aims to have a women standing in every ward in the 2012 council elections. Earlier this month, as part of this project, the north east branch held a forum to encourage candidates. This was part of this project. ALGWA will look to arrange other forums next year as part of this project.

We have also been working in other areas. We are grateful to Helen Harris for up-dating our web site. She has also offered to help with the National web-site. Coral Ross has written our newsletters and we have been grateful to Cr Raylene Carr for becoming our “official” photographer. We have held a strategic planning meeting for future activities in relation to our election year. 

Our AGM and conference will be in April 2012 at Manningham. The event is being organised by Cr Meg Downie, Cr Helen Harris and Cr Helen Coleman.

