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Australian Local Government Women’s Association 

Northern Territory Branch Inc (ALGWA NT)

President’s Report to the ALGWA 2011 Annual General Meeting

 Saturday 26 November 2011 
ALGWA NT held its Annual General Meeting on 2 June 2011 in the Darwin City Council chambers. I was re-elected President, Clair O’Brien the Deputy Mayor of the Roper Gulf Shire is our Vice President, Alderman Helen Galton (Darwin) is Secretary, Pam Robinson (Palmerston) is Treasurer and Alderman Kerry Moir (Darwin), Alderman Sue McKinnon (Palmerston) and Anne Hammond (Darwin) are Committee members. We currently have 19 financial members and our aim is to double that number in the next financial year. 
ALGWA NT’s small Working Committee in 2011 met and identified a number of projects which we considered significant to the way forward.  The projects included:
· Establishing the Mentoring Program and a list of Mentors to distribute the information via websites and hardcopy.

· Working closely with LGANT promoting Women in Local Government.
· Governance Training – ensuring that ALGWA NT links in to the governance and training initiatives and networks with the Shire and Municipal elected members, CEO’s and Directors.
· Increasing the awareness of ALGWA NT and its contribution to women’s participation in Local Government

· Encouraging Shire and Municipal council’s to complete the Bronze Award in the Australian Centre of Excellence for Local Government’s 50:50 Vision: Gender Equity Program

I am happy to report that there has been progress in all the above and pleased that the Tiwi Islands Shire Council, Victoria Daly Shire and Darwin City Council have received their Bronze Awards in the 50:50 Vision: Gender Equity Program. Tiwi Islands and Darwin City Council are in the process of doing their Silver Awards.
In my capacity as President and the NT delegate to the National ALGWA Board and Helen as the alternate National delegate we have participated in a number of National Board Teleconferences and meetings including:
· National ALGWA Conference in Ryde, November 2010 and it was wonderful to have so many representatives from the Northern Territory
· 2010 year of Women in Local Government Dinner in Alice Springs

· ALGWA National Mentoring Workshop in March 2011

· ALGWA 60th Birthday Dinner in Canberra in June 2011

ALGWA NT was pleased to participate in many activities in celebrating the Year of Women in Local Government in 2010.  It was a wonderful opportunity to promote the achievements of Women in Local Government. ALGWA NT was very proud to have two members in the role of Northern Territory 2010 Women in Local Government Ambassadors.  They were Pam Robinson OAM, who was the Manager Climate Change and Environment at Darwin City Council and is now working with the Palmerston City Council and Sandra Cannon, Chief Executive of the Victoria Daly Shire.

Helen reported that the ALGWA 60th Birthday party at Old Parliament House on Sunday 19 June was a terrific celebration and congratulations to the organisers for a successful evening. She said it was wonderful to see Kaele Way and her husband Alan at the party.

ALGWA NT was sad to learn the passing of ALGWA’s former National President Kaele Way. We would not be where we are today without the support of Kaele. Her untiring commitment was greatly appreciated and her many years of dedicated service to ALGWA and the promotion and raising the profile of Women in Local Government will be fondly remembered.
LGANT is currently organising Women in Local Government Workshops in Darwin, Alice Springs and the Tiwi Islands and three of our members are guest presenters. Alderman Kerry Moir, Deputy Mayor Clair O’Brien and Alderman Helen Galton have spoken about their experiences in Local Government.
Congratulations are extended to Clair O’Brien for completing her Certificate 4 in the Train the Trainer program that LGANT hosted in 2010-2011. 
I also wish to acknowledge LGANT’s assistance during the year and Darwin City Council in hosting our 2011 AGM in the Chambers.  
LGANT has always been untiring in their support of ALGWA NT and we wish to acknowledge and thank LGANT for hosting our ALGWA Mentor NT program on its website.

We were delighted to have Darriea Turley with us for a Breakfast yesterday.
It has been a privilege to work with the ALGWA NT Team and the ALGWA National Board and I look forward to working with you all again in 2011-2012 in whatever capacity I am able to.

Alderman Jo Sangster

President ALGWA NT Branch

National ALGWA Board Member

